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Alaska Monthly Fire Potential Outlook 

 Factors: 

 Alaskan fuels are frozen and covered in snow.  This will change mid April for the southern half of 
the state and during late April for the central Interior. The first week of April is forecast to have 
above normal temperatures in the southwest, however this will not likely result in snowmelt since the 
long range forecasts indicate a cooler April across most of southern Alaska. This may delay snow 
melt in southern Alaska. Warmer than normal temperatures will evolve on the north slope later this 
spring.. 

 So far this winter, precipitation and snowpack are a little below normal from the north central interior 
westward to the northwest coast, but closer to normal and locally above normal for the remainder of 
the state. 

4/4/2013 

Outlook 
For May-June-July 

Outlook 
For April 

Outlook 
For June-July 

Outlook 
For May 



April Outlook 
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Snowpack 
 A little above to a little below 

normal across southern Alaska. 

 150+% snowpack along the 
Panhandle.  

 Anchorage received significant 
snowfall the last week in March. 

 Driest in north-central Interior 
west to Kotzebue Sound. 
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ENSO 

Figure provided by the International Research Institute (IRI) 
for Climate and Society. 

 ENSO is slightly on the 
cool side 

 Most forecast  models 
are indicating ENSO 
neutral (-0.5 to +0.5)  
to the end of the year 

 These conditions have 
resulted in both big 
and small number of 
acres burned 





Analog Years 

Average 500 mb height anomalies for June-August, using 
analog years of 1960, 1967, 1981, 1991 and 2002. 

 1960:   87,000 ac 

 1967:  109,005 ac 

 1981:   536,217 ac 

 1991: 1,667,965 ac 

 2002: 2,183,265 ac 

 

 



Confidence: Moderate 
 Many factors are hard to forecast before the fire season 

 Difficult to pinpoint lightning intensity and location 

 Timing and duration of precipitation- showers 

 The Big Wildcard: 

 Past ENSO Neutral years have had wildly varied acreage 
burned. 
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Bottom line is a slower April in the south and 
no strong indications of a busy or slow season 

for the remainder of the summer. 



2013 National Outlook 

Check out the Outlooks link at: www.nifc.gov/nicc/ 
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