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Presentation Purpose 

Ultimately, we want SRFSN participants to be 

able to make an intelligent decision about 

whether or not to use LANDFIRE products by 

informing you about: 
 

• the current suite of products, 

• plans for improvement and updating, 

• application ideas, and 

• how you can participate 

 
 

 



Why a LANDFIRE Project? 

• There was a lack of data to support regional 

and national fire program analyses and 

decisions. 
 

• Office of Management and Budget (OMB) did 

not feel that the agencies had what they 

needed to justify the level and distribution of 

allocations. 
 

• Some fire program funding was potentially at 

risk! 



LANDFIRE  Partners/Structure 

USFS 

• Fire and Aviation Management 

• Fire Management Institute/MFSL 
 

DOI 

• Office of Wildland Fire Coordination 

• EROS-Fire Science Team 
 

The Nature Conservancy 

• North American Region Science-TNC 

LANDFIRE Team 



LANDFIRE  Products: 
Design Criteria 

• Consistent 

• Compatible 

• Comprehensive 

• Complete 

• Accessible 

• Adaptable 

• Best quality 

possible 

 

 



National Products-FRCC 



Large Regions-Fire Regime Group 



SubRegional-Historic Mean Fire Return Interval 



Very Large Landscape-FRCC 



 

 

Questions? 



20+ , 30m spatial resolution raster data layers 



Web-based Data Distribution Site 



LANDFIRE  Data Access Tool 



Spatial data versions currently 

available 



Available to all and easy to use 
Biophysical Setting + TNC Portfolio Sites 



Pre-European Settlement Vegetation Models 



Southern Rocky Mountain Dry-Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest & Woodland 
-Mark Loewen, Doug Page & Linda Chappell 

Model Development 

Each box is a 

vegetation class 
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Each arrow is a 

transition representing 

succession or fire 
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NIFTT Tools 



 

 

Questions? 



We are all about proper application! 



What should you expect of LANDFIRE products? 

• Regional/national spatial data and models are not designed to 

be  “local” information. 

• In some cases, LANDFIRE products represent local conditions 

well, but in some cases they do not—why? 

o How many geo-referenced ground plots were available? 

o How “mappable” are the targets using available 

technologies? 

o Is the local information compatible with LANDFIRE? 

o How many experts were available to help? 
 

All data, including LANDFIRE,  should be reviewed 

prior to application, local or otherwise—no one 

else can tell you if or how LANDFIRE products 

can be used in your situation 
 



How do you review and adjust products? 

• NIFTT developed a set of tools and supporting materials 

to help the user community understand and utilize 

LANDFIRE products 

• www.nifft.gov 

• TNC LFT developed materials to help the user review 

and modify LANDFIRE products---called Info Packets 

• Will be available on www.conservationgateway.org  

and www.landfire.gov in October 

• Includes guidelines for review, review steps, 

checklists, and short “How To” videos 

• FAQs on www.landfire.gov 

• helpdesk@landfire.gov 

 

 



When might LANDFIRE products be useful? 

Some REAL examples: 

• Evaluating the costs/benefits of different 

management options 

• Investigating the impacts of changes in fire 

regime under different climate change scenarios 

• Including spatial data outside your boundary 

• Filling gaps in your spatial data--thematic, 

spatial or temporal 

• Running Fire Behavior models across 

ownerships—FarSite, FLAMMAP, FSPro 

 



From LANDFIRE website [Data Products] 



LANDFIRE Application—Upper Fraser CWPP 



More info on “ConservationGateway.org” 



Non-fire focused applications-TNC brochure 



Hiawatha National Forest 

•Mid-scale planning process 
 

•Needed to identify 

opportunities for vegetation 

management that fit within 

forest plan 
 

•Had good data on USFS 

lands, no data outside 
 

•Utilized LANDFIRE spatial 

data and vegetation models—

both reviewed and modified 
 

Ü
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Stone-Moss 2009 Planning Unit

LANDFIRE Map Zone 51

Area of Analysis 

RESULT 

Identified a lack of specific vegetation types/stages, highlighting the 

most beneficial opportunities for management. 



BLM Bodie Hills Management Options 



How can you help make LANDFIRE better? 

• When you review LANDFIRE products, 

communicate the results to the LANDFIRE 

team through the contacts or the LANDFIRE 

Helpdesk 

• Share geo-referenced plot data with 

LANDFIRE to support the mapping process 

• Share “treatment” polygons with LANDFIRE 

to support the updating process 

• Share any applications with LANDFIRE and 

the user community 



Need help or have questions? 

Key Contacts 

• USFS: Frank Fay, ffay@fs.fed.us 

• DOI: Henry Bastian, henry_bastian@ios.doi.gov 

• TNC : Kori Blankenship [kblankenship@tnc.org]; Sarah 

Hagen [shagen@tnc.org]; Jeannie Patton 

[jpatton@tnc.org]; Randy Swaty [rswaty@tnc.org]; Jim 

Smith [jim_smith@tnc.org] 

•  helpdesk@landfire.gov  

Key Links 

• www.landfire.gov 

• www.conservationgateway.org/topic/landfire 

• www.niftt.gov 

 



Take Home Messages 

• Products include spatial data, vegetation models, 

and tools 

• LANDFIRE does not necessarily replace local 

data/models, but it is at least a great start 

• Expect to make adjustments/corrections for local 

applications 

• Products are being applied in numerous ways across 

the country in both fire and non-fire situations 

• Though time & resources are limited, we’ll try to help 

you locate, understand & use LANDFIRE products 

• Help us make LANDFIRE products better!  = 

Review, communicate , and share 

 


