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Paragraph #1:  
1. When did the Storrie Fire start and how many acres did it burn? 
The fire started August 17, 2000, and 56,000 acres were burned. 
2. Describe the location and terrain of the Storrie Fire. 
Near the Feather River Canyon. Steep canyon slopes containing heavily logged stands and pristine roadless areas. 

3. Explain how some people felt about the Storrie Fire. 
People were “devastated”. Different people were sad about different things. 
4. Even though the author’s “on-the-ground exploration” suggested “far less catastrophe” than mourned by 
locals, what negative ecological impacts did she reveal? 
The heat from the fire scorched so intensely that soil was “cooked” and entire hillsides were charred. 
Paragraph #2:  
1. Describe the Storrie Fire area immediately after the fire. 
After the fire, tiny oaks pushed up through the soil. 
2. Describe the Storrie Fire area the following spring. 
The following spring, wildflowers were abundant. These included lilies, paintbrush, and penstemon. 
3. Explain how the fire created open spaces. 
The fire killed clusters of cedar, pine, and red fir, which created sun-filled spaces. 
4. Why are open spaces ecologically important? 
Open spaces create opportunities for nature to begin again, covering the ground with seedlings.  
Paragraph #3: 
1. Describe the veteran trees after the Storrie Fire. 
Most veteran trees survived but had black streaks on their trunks as high as fifteen feet.  
2. How did the Storrie Fire impact ground litter? 
The fire burned away litter on the ground in mountains and canyons.  
3. What does the author mean when she says it was no “nuclear winter”?  
 It was not a “nuclear winter” because there was abundant life in the burned areas after the fire. 
4. What percentage burned intensely and what portion burned with “creeping” fire?  
Fourteen percent of the fire burned intensely and two-thirds burned with “creeping” fire.  
Paragraph #4: 
1. What does the author mean by a “dearth of data”? 
This is not completely clear. She may be saying that people do not have complete information on the effects of 
wildland fire, especially the beneficial effects. 
2. What does the author say that forest management policies are ignoring? 
The role of natural fire in the evolution of ecosystems.  
3. Why does the author think it is now essential to manage wildland fire? 
Managing wildfire becomes essential as the public’s interest shifts from timber harvesting to recreation. 
4. What does the author hope will change if people have greater understanding of the effects of wildland fire? 
She hopes that understanding the effects of wildland fire will help people restore Western ecosystems.  
Use your expertise: The author says, “federal officials may never quell the public controversy over fire”. 
Describe one issue about fire that you think is controversial. 
Many issues could be mentioned: economic, environmental, social, and political. 

 
 


