
 

Does it have 
needle-shaped 

leaves?

Are the needles in 
bundles?

Are the needles in 
bundles of three?

Do the prickles on 
the cone curve 

outward?

Ponderosa pine?
____

Jeffrey pine?
____

Are the cones 
bigger than your 

hand?

Sugar pine?
____

Sierra lodgepole 
pine?
____

Do the cones have 
3-pointed wings 
sticking out from 
under the scales?

Douglas-fir?
____

Is this inner layer of 
bark dark reddish 

(magenta)?

California red fir?
____

White fir?
____

Are the leaves tiny, 
looking like 

overlapping scales?

Are the cones fairly 
round?

Baker cypress?
____

Incense-cedar?
____

Does it have 
acorns?

Are the leaves 
always lobed?

California black 
oak?
____

Canyon live oak?
____

Quaking aspen?
____

Handout E10-1: Identify 12 Trees 
           
Name_____________________________ 
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1. Baker cypresses have tiny leaves that look like overlapping scales. The trees’ bark is thin and reddish-brown. The cones are round and are sealed closed 
by a hard, waxy coating. 

2. California black oaks have leaves with “lobed” (curvy) edges. The leaves fall off each winter. Adult trees have thick, rough bark. California black oak trees 
produce acorns. 

3. California red firs have short needles and brown, furrowed bark. If you break off a chunk of bark, you will see a deep red color. The cones are on the top 
of the tree, and they stick straight up. The cones fall apart easily, so you rarely see whole cones on the ground. California red fir needles are typically 
shorter than those of white fir. 

4. Canyon live oak leaves are often oblong and have smooth edges, but they can also have pointy teeth along their edges. The leaves are evergreen, so 
they do not fall off in the winter. The trees’ bark is thin and flaky. Like all oaks, canyon live oak trees produce acorns. 

5. Douglas-firs have short, flat needles and brown, furrowed bark. The buds at the ends of their twigs are pointy. Their cones have little, 3-pointed “wings” 
that stick out from under the cone scales. It looks like tiny mice are trying to burrow in, but they can’t hide completely! 

6. Incense-cedar leaves look like overlapping scales, and their twigs look a little like fern fronds. Adult trees have thick, reddish-brown bark with deep 
furrows. Narrow strips hang loose from the trunk. Small, male cones form at the tips of the leaves. Female cones look like stiff brown flowers when they 
open at the end of the summer.  

7. Jeffrey pines have long needles that usually grow from the twig in bundles of 3. Their cones are big. The cones have prickles that point inward. The trees’ 
bark is yellowish or brown, sometimes even orange. It falls off in pieces that look like they belong in a jigsaw puzzle. Jeffrey pines produce a vanilla-like 
smell, especially in the springtime. Jeffrey pine needles and cones are typically bigger than those of ponderosa pine. 

8. Ponderosa pines have long needles that usually grow from the twig in bundles of 3. Their cones are big. The cones have 
prickles that point outward. The trees’ bark is yellowish or brown, sometimes even orange. It falls off in pieces that look like 
they belong in a jigsaw puzzle. Ponderosa pines produce a vanilla-like smell, especially in the springtime. 

9. Quaking aspens have roundish leaves with a pointed tip. Their leaves move almost constantly because they are very sensitive to wind. The leaves turn 
yellow and fall off in the fall. The trees’ bark is mostly grayish-white and smooth, although old trees can have furrowed bark down near the ground. 
Aspen seeds are packaged with cottony fluff that helps them float long distances on wind and water. 

10. Sierra lodgepole pines have needles that grow from the twig in bundles of two. They have fairly thin, rough bark. The cones are about as long as the 
needles, and they open when their seeds are ripe. Sierra lodgepole pines grow high in the mountains. 

11. Sugar pines have needles that grow from the twig in bundles of five.  They grow tall and have thick, furrowed, reddish-brown bark. Their cones are very 
long, often longer than a 30 centimeters. Their branches spread wide from the trunk. 

12. White firs have short needles. The bark on young trees is gray and smooth. The bark on old trees is gray with deep furrows that have orange streaks 
inside. If you break off a chunk, you will see a yellowish or orange color. Cones are on the top of the tree, and they stick straight up. The cones fall apart 
easily, so you rarely see whole cones on the ground. White fir needles are typically longer than those of California red fir. 

 

“Gentle Jeffrey, 
prickly ponderosa.” 


