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(date) - 
length 

What’s changing, why, what might be done Authority, credibility 

A-Wuerthner_170802-
Missoulian-
NoFuelTmt.pdf 

Wuerthner 
(2017) - 
636 words 

Fuel treatments have been suggested to make fires smaller and easier to control, 
but they are the same as logging. Fuel treatments do not work during extreme 
fire weather and are too small to make a difference in big fires anyway.  

Author is ecologist and writer. 

B-Atkins_170827-
Missoulian-
FuelTmt.pdf 

Atkins and 
others (2017)  
- 674 words 

Fuel treatment is not the same as logging. Fuel treatments and past wildfires 
reduce the intensity of new fires and make them safer and easier to control, even 
though extreme fire weather reduces effectiveness of treatments. 

12 authors, including managers, 
scientists, professors. 

C-Chaney_180212-
Missoulian-
WhoOwnsFires.pdf 

Chaney 
(2019) - 1024 
words 

Communities need to work together to reduce impacts of wildfire, including 
smoke. Prescribed fire is needed. 

Author interviews scientists and 
a county commissioner. 

D-Arno_170831-
Missoulian-
ForestsNeedFire.pdf 

Arno (2017) -
703 words 

Fire exclusion has led to current problems. Thinning and prescribed fire are 
needed, especially around private property on edge of wildlands. 

Author is scientist, author, and 
land manager. 

E-Caton_180103-
Missoulian-
ClimateChange.pdf 

Caton and 
others (2018) 
-716 words 

Climate change is affecting agriculture, tourism, and fire. Support measures to 
stop climate change. 

5 authors, including scientists 
and professors. 

F-White-a-
LensOfTime-
RossHole.pdf 

White (a) 
(2018) - 921 
words – 
Ross’s Hole 

The change from open ponderosa pine forest to dense forest and then high-
severity fire was caused by loss of Native American burning, which was followed 
by grazing and fencing by Euro-American settlers, which was then followed by 
fire exclusion. 

Author is a biologist who studies 
fire and eco-cultural influences 
on the landscape. Article cites 
sources. 

G-Cromwell_170906-
Missoulian-
PutOutFires.pdf 

Cromwell 
(2017) - 559 
words 

Every fire can be put out while small. Large fires (Lolo Peak, 2017) indicate 
negligence by managers. 

Author is retired engineer. Does 
name calling (“bozos”) give him 
a better claim to authority? 

H-Erickson_171020-
Missoulian-Safety.pdf 

Erickson 
(2017) - 994 
words 

Fires cannot all be put out safely while small. Lolo Peak Fire (2017) was too 
dangerous because of dense vegetation and steep, inaccessible terrain. This 
makes reduction of fuels around private property very important. 

Author interviews IC team 
member and fire manager. 

I-White-b-
LensOfTime-
Yellowstone.pdf 

White (b) 
(2018) - 1105 
words – 
Yellowstone 
River 

Historical landscape pattern was complex and strongly influenced by Native 
American burning. Fire regime is now mainly severe fire during very dry periods. 
The change is caused by loss of Native American burning, then fire exclusion, 
then proliferation of grazing animals in greater numbers than occurred 
historically. 

Author is a biologist who studies 
fire and eco-cultural influences 
on the landscape. Article cites 
sources. 

 
 


