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Overview: Students use feltboard materials to tell 
the story of fire and succession in 3 ecosystems of 
the northern Rocky Mountains and the North 
Cascades – forests dominated historically by 
ponderosa pine, lodgepole pine, and whitebark 
pine.  

NOTE: There is 1 feltboard background and 
narrative kit (loose-leaf notebook with script and 
felt pieces) for each of the 3 ecosystems. You 
probably will need 1 class period to go through each story. 

Goal: Increase student understanding of the many kinds of changes that occur in forest 
communities over time – especially with and without fire.  

Objectives:  

• Students can listen to and learn about how fires affect the plants and animals that live in 
forests of the northern Rocky Mountains and the North Cascades.  

• Students can listen to and learn about how these forests change over time, especially time 
since fire.  

• Students can help use materials to illustrate a story and provide appropriate sound effects 
on cue. 

• Students can write about or illustrate different types of fire and the responses of various 
organisms to fire. 

 

 

14. Story Time: 
Feltboards Show Fire and Succession 

 

Subjects: Science, Reading, Speaking 
and Listening 

Duration: Three 30-minute class 
sessions (1 for each of 3 feltboards) 

Vocabulary: riparian, succession  

 

 

 

ABOUT STUDENT PRESENTATIONS: If you did Activity E08-2. Who Lives Here? Adopting a 
Plant, Animal, or Fungus, make sure all student presentations are completed before you do 
this activity. 
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Standards:   1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

 

CCSS 

 

  

Reading Informational Texts 
1, 2, 4, 
7, 10 

1, 2, 4, 
7, 10 

1, 2, 4, 
7, 10 

1, 2, 4, 
7, 10 

4, 7, 
10 

Writing  2, 7, 8 2, 7, 8 2, 7, 10 
2, 7, 9, 

10 
2, 7, 9, 

10 

Speaking/Listening 
1, 2, 4, 

6 
1, 2, 4, 

6 
1, 2, 4, 

6 
1, 2, 4, 

6 
1, 2, 4, 

6 

Language 
1, 2, 4, 

6 
1, 2, 4, 

6 
1, 2, 3, 

4, 6 
1, 2, 3, 

4, 6 
1, 2, 3, 

4, 6 

NGSS 
Heredity: Inheritance and 
Variation of Traits LS3.B  

 
  

 
  

  
Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, 
and Dynamics   LS2.A 

 
  LS2.A  

  
Biological Evolution: Unity and 
Diversity   LS4.D  LS4.C     

  Earth’s Place in the Universe   ESS1.C      
 

  

Earth’s Systems      ESS2.D 
 

  

From Molecules to Organisms: 
Structures and Processes   LS1.B LS1.A  

EEEGL Strand 1 A, B, C, E, F, G 
A, B, C, 
E, F, G 

 Strand 2.2 A, B, C A, B, C 
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Teacher Background: Forests change over time in the process called succession. Fire is a 
dramatic force for change, but change occurs without fire, too. Some plants need sunny 
openings to grow well, so they thrive in the first years after fire, and some animals thrive in the 
habitat they provide. Other plants may 
thrive in deep shade, in places not burned 
for a long time, and the animals that 
depend on them are present only in old, 
unburned forests. Some plants and 
animals can live almost anywhere, 
regardless of when a fire occurred or how 
the forest changes.  

It is best to spread this activity out over 3 
days, presenting one feltboard story each 
day. Students help assemble the feltboard 
and provide sound effects as the teacher 
or another adult reads the story.  

Once students in the upper elementary 
grades have seen at least 1 of the 
feltboard stories, they may be able to read 
the narrative it themselves, practice presenting the story with the felt materials, and then 
present the story to an audience - possibly in a classroom of younger students or in a program 
for parents.  

ANOTHER OPTION FOR OLDER STUDENTS: If you used Activity E08-2. Who Lives Here? 
Adopting a Plant, Animal, or Fungus, have teams of students take 1 of the 3 forest ecosystems 
and write their own script using the feltboard materials to tell the story. Then have them 
present it to the class or to younger students.  

Materials and Preparation:  

1. Find the 3 feltboard backgrounds and the 3 looseleaf notebooks: Creepy, Crawly Fires; 
Roaring Treetop Fires; and Rollercoaster Fires (all in the trunk). 

2. Find the small container of pins. You will probably need them to secure felt pieces to the 
backgrounds. 

3. Hang the feltboard backgrounds in the classroom. 

 

Procedure FOR EACH OF THE 3 STORIES:  

1. Gather the students, perhaps in a circle, and prepare them for a story about a forest 
ecosystem. Explain: They will all help tell the story by placing pieces on the feltboard and 
making sounds when you ask for them.  

Fire approaches a cluster of whitebark pine trees in the 
feltboard story Rollercoaster Fires.  
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2. Ask students to watch and listen for these special things as you go through the stories: 

• The kind of fire that is portrayed 

• Which plants and animals really like just-burned forests 

• Which plants and animals really like forests that haven’t burned for a long time 

Write a couple of words for each of these topics on the board as reminders. You will return 
to them at the end of each story. 

3. Read the story: 

• Take out the 8”x11” felt sheets with felt pieces from the notebook. Keep the sheets and 
pieces stacked in order, so students can come up and place the pieces on the 
background as you cue them.  

• As you read the story, direct student helpers to place the pieces on the feltboard 
according to the cues in the narrative. (When students attach the felt pieces to the 
background, have them pat the pieces onto the board firmly. If they won't stick, attach 
them with pins – but know that they may have to be removed during the course of the 
story.)  

• Ask for lots of sound effects; the narrative contains cues for these, but you can add 
more. Students love these.  

4. After you complete the story, discuss the 3 points under Step 2 above with the class. Note 
that each ecosystem contains a streamside (riparian) area, and the plants and animals there 
generally like habitat that hasn’t burned for a long time. 

5. Use pins to attach the felt pieces to the background for long-term display. 

 

Assessment:  

• Keep the feltboards on display in the classroom, and keep the narratives out so students 
can refer to them. 

• Explain: Pick 2 of the 3 forest ecosystems covered by the feltboard stories (Creepy, Crawly 
Fires or Roaring Treetop Fires or Rollercoaster Fires). Create a pair of comic strips or 
drawings that show how the 2 ecosystem stories are the same and how they are different. 
Your work should include these items (write them on the board): 

o Some of the plants that live there (label them with their names) 

o Some of the animals that live there (label them) 

o Kind of fire that was most common in the past 

o What usually happened after fire 
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ALTERNATIVE OPTION: Have students write 2 paragraphs instead. 

 
Evaluation: Complete Incomplete 
Comic strip/Drawing Option -Student addressed at least 

3 of the 4 requirements. 
-Student indicated a clear 
understanding of fire and 
succession in the 2 forest 
stories. 

-Student addressed <3 of 
the 4 requirements. 
-Student did not indicate an 
understanding of fire and 
succession in the 2 forest 
stories.   

 


