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nformation technology has been
put to work to improve fireline
safety. Wildland firefighters and
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I
fire managers can now take a
fireline safety training course at
home on their PC’s, using a CD-
ROM with the latest in interactive
multimedia technology. The
course, “Wildland Fire—Safety on
the Fireline,” was completed in
July 2000 by a Canadian consor-
tium consisting of the Environ-
mental Training Centre, Hinton,
Alberta; the National Training
Working Group, Canadian Inter-
agency Forest Fire Centre,
Winnipeg, Manitoba; and Christie
Communications and Vicom
Multimedia,* both of Edmonton,
Alberta (Thorburn and others
2000).

Advantages
A national team of specialists in
wildland fire behavior and safety
developed and reviewed the course.
Its purpose is to reduce injuries
and fatalities associated with
suppression activities on wildland
fires. The course’s use of interac-
tive multimedia technology offers
several advantages:

* The use of trade, firm, or corporation names in this
publication is for the information and convenience of
the reader. Such use does not constitute an official
endorsement of any product or service by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Individual authors are
responsible for the technical accuracy of the material
presented in Fire Management Today.

• Consistent, high-quality training
for large numbers;

• Cost savings through reduced
travel and learning time and
minimal use of instructors; and

• Enhanced knowledge retention,
perhaps the greatest advantage.

The course focuses on due dili-
gence, situational awareness,
entrapment survival, firefighter
health, firefighting equipment, and
fireline hazards. Four sections
(Introduction, Entrapment, On-
the-Job, and On the Line) are each
followed by a board game test in
preparation for a final, computer-
tracked test.

“Wildland Fire—Safety on the
Fireline” contains 72 video clips,
more than 250 audio clips, about
500 graphics and photos, online
help, a glossary, and a conversion
calculator for the International
System of Units.

System Requirements
The course can be run on a stand-
alone computer or over a network.
System requirements are:

• A Pentium 166 or better, with
Windows 95, 98, or NT;

• A minimum of 32 megabytes
RAM and 100 megabytes of free
hard drive space (4 megabytes
are actually required for the
software);

• A color SVGA monitor set for 800
by 600, 16-bit color and 4
megabytes of video memory;

• A 16-bit sound card
(SoundBlaster);

• A 16X or better CD-ROM and its
driver(s) (on every workstation);
and

• A mouse.

The CD-ROM “Wildland Fire—
Safety on the Fireline” costs $CAN
98.95 plus shipping charges. To
order, contact Raincoast Distribu-
tors, 8680 Cambie Street,
Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada V6P 6M9, 1-800-663-5714
(voice), 1-800-565-3770 (fax),
custserv@raincoast.com (e-mail).
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The CD-ROM “Wildland Fire—
Safety on the Fireline” lets you
take a fireline safety training
course at home using the latest
in interactive multimedia
technology.



United States Department of Agriculture
Forest Service

Managementtoday

Fire
Volume 61 • No. 2 • Spring 2001

MANAGING FIRE

IN AREAS

WITHOUT ROADS

MANAGING FIRE

IN AREAS

WITHOUT ROADS



Volume 61 • No. 2 • Spring 2001 3

CONTENTSOn the Cover:

An airtanker drops retar-
dant on a fire in steep
terrain. Since 1940, when
smokejumpers first saw
operational action, wild-
land fire managers have
increasingly relied on
helicopters, smokejumpers,
helirappelers, and air-
tankers to suppress wild-
land fires in areas without
roads. Today, thanks in
good part to aerial re-
sources, the vast majority
of wildland fires in the
United States—up to 98
percent—are successfully
controlled at a small size.
Photo: USDA Forest Service.

Firefighter and public safety is
our first priority.
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The FIRE 21 symbol (shown below and on the
cover) stands for the safe and effective use of
wildland fire, now and throughout the 21st
century. Its shape represents the fire triangle
(oxygen, heat, and fuel). The three outer red
triangles represent the basic functions of wildland
fire organizations (planning, operations, and
aviation management), and the three critical
aspects of wildland fire management (prevention,
suppression, and prescription). The black interior
represents land affected by fire; the emerging
green points symbolize the growth, restoration,
and sustainability associated with fire-adapted
ecosystems. The flame represents fire itself as an
ever-present force in nature. For more informa-
tion on FIRE 21 and the science, research, and
innovative thinking behind it, contact Mike
Apicello, National Interagency Fire Center,
208-387-5460.
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